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ST. LOUIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA MUSIC DIRECTORSHIP ENDOWED IN PERPETUITY,
NAMED THE JOSEPH AND EMILY RAUH PULITZER MUSIC DIRECTOR

The Joseph and Emily Rauh Pulitzer Music Director position is held by Stéphane Denéve, the SLSO’s
13th Music Director

(October 3, 2023, St. Louis, MO) — Today, the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra announced the
institution’s Music Director position has been endowed in perpetuity as the result of a generous gift
by Emily Rauh Pulitzer. Funds from the endowment will provide a permanent base of funding that will
bolster the SLSO’s ability to retain and attract the highest level of artistic leadership.

The naming of the Music Director celebrates a lifetime of devoted support, service, and leadership by
Emily Rauh Pulitzer and the late Joseph Pulitzer Jr. spanning more than 80 years. The Joseph and
Emily Rauh Pulitzer Music Director position, currently held by Stéphane Deneve, leads the artistic
vision of the 144-year-old institution and the artistic portfolio of the orchestra and its two resident
choruses.

Marie-Héléne Bernard, SLSO President and CEO, said, “Throughout their long affiliation with the St.
Louis Symphony Orchestra and many other arts and culture institutions in St. Louis and beyond,
Joseph and Emily Pulitzer have proven to be visionary leaders and steadfast champions of the arts. It
is fitting that the SLSO’s Music Director position will bear their names in honor of their extraordinary
service to and support of the orchestra. We are immeasurably grateful for their generosity.”

Emily Rauh Pulitzer said, “The St. Louis Symphony Orchestra has always meant a great deal to me and
to Joe, a passionate music lover who truly immersed himself in the life of the institution for decades. |
know that he would be very pleased with this gift and to be remembered in this way for his longtime
support of the Orchestra.”

Stéphane Denéve, SLSO Music Director, said, “l am incredibly honored to carry this title, which
recognizes the Pulitzers—a couple that has for years demonstrated deep engagement with the SLSO,
extraordinary philanthropic generosity, and immense vision for the St. Louis community and beyond.”

The Pulitzers’ affiliation with the SLSO spans more than a century. Following in his father’s footsteps
who served on the SLSO’s board for three terms from 1910 to 1940, Joseph Pulitzer Jr. joined the SLSO
Board in 1939 when he returned from Harvard. Passionate about music and the SLSO, he held
subscription tickets for decades, supported the orchestra throughout his life, and served on the SLSO
Board for more than 16 years. Since 1994, Emily Rauh Pulitzer has served as an SLSO Trustee, currently
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serving as the Secretary of the Board and Chair of the Powell Hall Task Force, which oversees the
expansion and renovation of the orchestra’s historic home at Powell Hall. Combined, Joseph and
Emily Pulitzer represent 45 years of service on the SLSO’s Board.

Both Joseph and Emily Pulitzer were deeply involved in the revival of St. Louis’ Grand Center
neighborhood as an arts and cultural district. This included involvement in bringing to the
neighborhood the SLSO, the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis, KWMU-St. Louis’ public radio
station—and the Pulitzer Arts Foundation, with which the SLSO has had a 20-year partnership.

Beginning his tenure in September 2019, Deneéve is the orchestra’s 13th Music Director, debuting with
the SLSO 20 years ago in September 2003. Since then, he has led dozens of SLSO concerts, including
the annual community concert in Forest Park, family concerts, and concerts throughout the Midwest
and Europe. Denéve’s energetic musicianship, visionary storytelling, and collaborative spirit have
created stronger connections with local and visiting artists, positioned the orchestra as a community
and education leader, and has fostered the SLSO’s global reputation as a leading orchestra.

The dynamic partnership with Denéve is emblematic of the institution’s long history of engaging top
orchestral conductors as Music Director, including Vladimir Golschmann, Walter Susskind, Leonard
Slatkin, and David Robertson.

About the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra

Celebrated as one of today’s most exciting and enduring orchestras, the St. Louis Symphony
Orchestra is the second-oldest orchestra in the country, marking its 144th year with the 2023/2024
season and its fifth with Stéphane Deneve, The Joseph and Emily Rauh Pulitzer Music Director. Widely
considered one of the leading American orchestras, the Grammy® Award-winning SLSO maintains its
commitment to artistic excellence, educational impact, and community collaborations—all in service
to its mission of enriching lives through the power of music.

The transformational expansion and renovation of its historic home, Powell Hall, slated to be
completed in 2025, builds on the institution’s momentum as a civic leader in convening individuals,
creators, and ideas, while fostering a culture welcoming to all. Committed to building community
through compelling and inclusive musical experiences, the SLSO continues its longstanding focus on
equity, diversity, inclusion, and access, embracing its strengths as a responsive, nimble organization,
while investing in partnerships locally and elevating its presence globally. For more information,

visit slso.org.
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