
Every great story has strong and vivid characters. Who is one of your favorite 
characters from a story? What do you like most about this character? 

Listen to the beginning (0:00-1:56) of composer Edward Elgar’s Enigma Variations. The opening 

 

the composer’s life.  

Character Exploration 

1.   
 

2.  

3.  

4.  
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For Music Educators  Grades 3-5
Learning Objectives:
Students will
1.   Enigma  

 Variations  

2.

Missouri Music Standards:
• MU:Re7B.3-5a   • 

Illinois Music Standards:
• MU:Re7.1.3-5b   • 

Materials: 
• Recording of Enigma Variations

Vocabulary: 
• Theme   • Theme and Variations 

Assessment: 
Create Your Own Character (3-point rubric) 
Student successfully 
1.  
 of their choosing 
2.  

their composition 
3.  

https://www.slso.org/education
https://youtu.be/NjcY7yfeOto?si=qHCtNX1VPqalvlpB
https://youtu.be/NjcY7yfeOto?si=qHCtNX1VPqalvlpB


This recording of Enigma Variations

Create Your Own Character 
 
 

 
Free Digital Download from the YO 
Enjoy a free digital download
performing Elgar’s Enigma Variations  

 
Learn more
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Sir Edward William Elgar (1857-1934) 

https://www.slso.org/education
https://youtu.be/NjcY7yfeOto?si=qHCtNX1VPqalvlpB
https://instantencore.com/RedeemAskFan.aspx?IEId=5004734
www.slso.org/youthorchestra
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It’s Just a Figure of Speech

https://www.slso.org/education
https://youtu.be/NjcY7yfeOto?si=qHCtNX1VPqalvlpB
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