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ST. LOUIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA AWARDED $300,000 IN ARPA FOR THE ARTS 
FUNDING FROM REGIONAL ARTS COMMISSION OF ST. LOUIS 

 
(September 9, 2024, St. Louis, MO) – Today, the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra announced it 
has been awarded $300,000 in ARPA for the Arts grant funding from the Regional Arts 
Commission of St. Louis (RACSTL). The grant will support the SLSO’s with programs and 
initiatives that attract more visitors to St. Louis City.   
 
In May 2023, the RACSTL received $10.6 million in American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding 
from the City of St. Louis. In 15 months since, RACSTL distributed all the funds to help support 
working artists, arts organizations, and the beautification of St. Louis through the St. Louis Mural 
Project.   
  
In the first five months after the allocation, $3.5 million in grants were distributed to replace lost 
income and revenue for artists and arts organizations. In 2024, nearly $1 million funded the St. 
Louis Mural Project, putting 28 murals in all 14 wards in St. Louis City.  
  
The capstone was laid in September 2024, as RACSTL awarded more than $6 million to 21 local 
organizations through one-time, tourism grants. The grants are meant to support organizations 
with staffing, marketing, programs, and initiatives that attract more visitors to St. Louis City.   
  
Vanessa Cooksey, RACSTL president and CEO, said, “We’ve made significant investments 
with our ARPA for the Arts Tourism grants. We are funding and encouraging greater innovation 
and collaboration between arts and culture organizations. We want to see increased audience 
engagement and help expand our individual and collective cultural tourism efforts. We believe 
this work will ultimately bring more visitors to St. Louis City.”  
  
The arts are crucial to the economic development of St. Louis, contributing nearly $868 million 
to the region in 2022 according to the Americans for the Arts – Arts and Economic Report 6. 
Additionally, more than 8.1 million local and out-of-town tourists attended St. Louis theatre 
performances, concerts, art fairs, festivals, and more in 2022 – many of which were funded by 
RACSTL. Out-of-town tourists spent 71% more than their local counterparts when engaging in 
local arts and culture experiences.  
  
ARPA for the Arts is a collaboration between the Regional Arts Commission of St. Louis, 
Community Development Administration of St. Louis (CDA), and the City of St. Louis. Ten 
percent of the $10.6 million was set aside for RACSTL and CDA’s administrative costs related to 
ARPA for the Arts.  
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About the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra 
Celebrated as one of today’s most exciting and enduring orchestras, the St. Louis Symphony 
Orchestra is the second-oldest orchestra in the country, marking its 145th year with the 
2024/2025 season and its sixth with Stéphane Denève, The Joseph and Emily Rauh Pulitzer 
Music Director. Widely considered one of the leading American orchestras, the Grammy® 
Award-winning SLSO maintains its commitment to artistic excellence, educational impact, and 
community collaborations—all in service to its mission of enriching lives through the power of 
music.  
  
The transformational expansion and renovation of its historic home, Powell Hall, slated to be 
completed in 2025, builds on the institution’s momentum as a civic leader in convening 
individuals, creators, and ideas, while fostering a culture welcoming to all. Committed to 
building community through compelling and inclusive musical experiences, the SLSO continues 
its longstanding focus on equity, diversity, inclusion, and access, embracing its strengths as a 
responsive, nimble organization, while investing in partnerships locally and elevating its 
presence globally. For more information, visit slso.org.  
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