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STÉPHANE DENÈVE AND THE ST. LOUIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ANNOUNCE 
THREE NEW FULL-TIME MUSICIANS 

 
Appointments made to first violin and trumpet sections; promotion made to Assistant 

Principal Double Bass position 
 

(September BC, ECEF, St. Louis, MO) – The St. Louis Symphony Orchestra and Music Director 
Stéphane Denève are pleased to announce the appointments of three new full-time musicians, 
and the promotion of one current musician, as the SLSO begins its -+-./-+-Q season, the 
orchestra’s *.Qth. 
 
The SLSO’s -./-Q season begins on September *S with the annual free community concert in 
Forest Park.  
 
Promoted is: 
 
Brendan Fitzgerald, Assistant Principal Double Bass, most recently held a position in the 
SLSO’s double bass section, to which he was appointed in -+*S. Fitzgerald was appointed to the 
Assistant Principal Double Bass chair in April -+-., assuming the position vacated by 
Christopher Carson, who retired at the conclusion of the -+--/-+-D season. 

 
The SLSO’s new musicians are: 
 
George Goad, Second Trumpet, comes to St. Louis from across the Show-Me State, where he 
most recently held the Acting Associate Principal Trumpet and Third/Utility Trumpet positions in 
the Kansas City Symphony. He previously held positions with the Grand Rapids Symphony, 
Montreal Symphony Orchestra, and Columbus (Ohio) Symphony Orchestra. Goad has also 
performed with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, National Symphony Orchestra, Philadelphia 
Orchestra, BBC National Orchestra of Wales, Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra, and was a 
fellow with the New World Symphony. He received a Bachelor of Music from the Curtis Institute 
of Music and a Master of Music from Rice University. 
 
Goad fills the chair vacated by Jeffrey Strong in -+*S. 
 
Yoojin Lee, first violin, comes to St. Louis from New York, where she was a section violinist with 
the Syracuse Orchestra. Previously, Lee was a semi-finalist in the Indianapolis Violin 
Competition in -+-- and was the youngest semi-finalist in the Queen Elisabeth Competition in 
-+*S. She also achieved Fifth Prize at the Seoul International Music Competition in -+*F and 
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Second Prize in the International Tchaikovsky Competition for Young Musicians in -+*-. Lee 
received her Bachelor and Master of Music from Korea National University of Arts. She received 
her Professional Performance Diploma in Classical Violin from the Manhattan School of Music. 
Lee continues her pursuit of an Artist Diploma in Classical Violin from the Manhattan School of 
Music. 
  
Charlie Lin, first violin, won the SLSO position as a section violinist in the Long Beach 
Symphony. He has orchestral experience with the Pacific Music Festival orchestra in Japan, 
where he performed as Principal Second Violin, as well as with the Los Angeles Chamber 
Orchestra. A native of Dallas, Lin attended Northwestern University where he received his 
Bachelor of Arts in Biology and Violin Performance. He also received his Master of Music and 
Graduate Certificate from the University of Southern California. 

   
Appointments to the violin section fill positions vacated by several retired musicians. 

 
About the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra 
Celebrated as one of today’s most exciting and enduring orchestras, the St. Louis Symphony 
Orchestra is the second-oldest orchestra in the country, marking its 145th year with the 
2024/2025 season and its sixth with Stéphane Denève, The Joseph and Emily Rauh Pulitzer 
Music Director. Widely considered one of the leading American orchestras, the Grammy® 
Award-winning SLSO maintains its commitment to artistic excellence, educational impact, and 
community collaborations—all in service to its mission of enriching lives through the power of 
music.  
  
The transformational expansion and renovation of its historic home, Powell Hall, slated to be 
completed in 2025, builds on the institution’s momentum as a civic leader in convening 
individuals, creators, and ideas, while fostering a culture welcoming to all. Committed to 
building community through compelling and inclusive musical experiences, the SLSO continues 
its longstanding focus on equity, diversity, inclusion, and access, embracing its strengths as a 
responsive, nimble organization, while investing in partnerships locally and elevating its 
presence globally. For more information, visit slso.org.  
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