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THE ST. LOUIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA AND MUSIC DIRECTOR STEPHANE
DENEVE ANNOUNCE ALBUM RELEASE OF WORLD PREMIERE RECORDINGS OF
MUSIC BY COMPOSER KEVIN PUTS

Available worldwide September 19 on the Delos label, album includes recordings of Puts’
Concerto for Orchestra, Silent Night Elegy, and Virelai (after Guillaume de Machaut),
recorded at Powell Hall

(August 12, 2025, St. Louis, MO) - Today, the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra (SLSO) announced
the international release of an album featuring the world premiere recordings of three works by
Pulitzer Prize-winning composer Kevin Puts. The album marks the SLSO’s first collaboration with
the Delos label.

Conducted by SLSO Music Director Stéphane Deneve, the album features Puts’ Concerto for
Orchestra, a six-movement orchestral showcase; Silent Night Elegy, a single-movement essay
of music from the Pulitzer Prize-winning opera Silent Night; and Virelai (after Guillaume de
Machaut), composed to celebrate Deneve’s inaugural concerts as SLSO Music Director. The
SLSO was the lead commissioner and gave the world premiere performances of Concerto for
Orchestra and Virelai, and was a co-commissioning orchestra for Silent Night Elegy.

Since 2004, Puts has been a close artistic collaborator of the orchestra and will serve as the
SLSO’s Composer in Residence for the 2025/26 season, which celebrates the reopening of the
orchestra’s venue, Powell Hall at the Jack C. Taylor Music Center, following a transformational
expansion and renovation. The opening weekend of concerts features the world premiere of an
SLSO-commissioned song cycle by Puts, House of Tomorrow. Puts’ music will be performed
throughout the season, including Concerto for Orchestra and Virelai.

Stéphane Denéve, SLSO Music Director, said, “Discovering during our first conversations that
Kevin and | share many similar interests and connections—including St. Louis, a city where he
was born and where | live today— helped to create our years-long friendship. The SLSO likewise
has had a rewarding relationship with Kevin for more than 20 years, and this album is a beautiful
representation of our musical kinship. His music is a symphonic tour de force which proves that
wondrously crafted music of our time can touch the heart as well as the mind.”

Kevin Puts, composer, said, “| often tell my students about the importance of finding one’s
people over the long arc of a career: write the music you care most earnestly about and a
supportive network of musicians to coalesce around your work. For me, Stéphane and the SLSO
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is primary among these. All three works on this album were fueled by our musical kinship. As a
native of St. Louis, it is especially meaningful to hear my work endorsed so expertly by the great
musicians of the SLSO, an orchestra which | have known since my earliest years.”

Recorded at historic Powell Hall in September 2019 (Virelai), February 2020 (Silent Night Elegy)
and January 2023 (Concerto for Orchestra), the album is slated for physical and digital release
on the Delos label on September 19. Pre-orders begin on August 22.

The album celebrates the dynamic partnership between Puts, Denéve, and the SLSO. Dedicated
to the SLSO and Denéve, Puts composed Concerto for Orchestra in response to an Amanda
Gorman poem written in the wake of the horrific school shooting that occurred in Uvalde, Texas,
in 2022. Silent Night Elegy is drawn from Puts’ acclaimed opera, which adapts Joyeux Noél, the
award-winning film that tells the story of the spontaneous ceasefires along the Western Front on
the first Christmas Eve of World War . Virelai, a brief and celebratory fanfare, was inspired by
Guillaume de Machaut, the 14th-century composer and poet.

Since the first SLSO performances of his music in 2004, the orchestra has performed many of
Puts’ pieces ranging from full orchestral works to chamber works and choral music sung by the
St. Louis Symphony Chorus. As the SLSO’s historic home reopens for the 2025/26 season, the
inaugural concerts in the renovation venue include the world premiere of Puts’ new song cycle,
House of Tomorrow, featuring acclaimed mezzo-soprano Joyce DiDonato. Kevin Puts’ music

is published worldwide by G. Ricordi & Co., New York, a Universal Music Publishing Classics &
Screen company.

This SLSO release is the latest in a robust history of recordings that has resulted in nine Grammy
Award wins. Most recently, the SLSO, in conjunction with Pentatone, released the SLSO’s
inaugural recordings with Denéve and violinist James Ehnes with music by Leonard Bernstein
and John Williams. The SLSO won the 2014 Grammy Award for Best Orchestral Performance for
the Nonesuch release of John Adams’ City Noir conducted by former Music Director David
Robertson.

About the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra

Celebrated as one of today’s most exciting and enduring orchestras, the St. Louis Symphony
Orchestra is the second-oldest orchestra in the country, marking its 146th year with the 2025/26
season and its seventh with Stéphane Deneve, The Joseph and Emily Rauh Pulitzer Music
Director. Widely considered one of the leading American orchestras, the Grammy® Award-
winning SLSO maintains its commitment to artistic excellence, educational impact, and
community collaborations—allin service to its mission of enriching lives through the power of
music. The 25/26 season marks the reopening of the orchestra’s historic home following a two-
year transformational expansion and renovation designed by acclaimed architecture firm
Snghetta. The Jack C. Taylor Music Center, with a renovated Powell Hall at its heart, builds on
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the institution's momentum as a civic leader in convening individuals, creators, and ideas, while
fostering a culture welcoming to all. For more information, visit slso.org.

About Stéphane Denéve

Known for his visionary storytelling and heartfelt interpretations, Stéphane Denéve, The Joseph
and Emily Rauh Pulitzer Music Director, joined the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra in September
2019, having served as Music Director designate during the 2018/2019 season.

Now in his seventh season as the 13th Music Director of the SLSO, Stéphane has shaped his
tenure around creating extraordinary experiences that give an authentic voice to music. An
expert with repertoire across genre and time, he has cultivated specific recognition for his
interpretation of French, American, vocal, and operatic music. Through thoughtful and
innovative programming, he maintains an enthusiasm for music and composers of today. A
gifted communicator and educator, he is committed to inspiring the next generation of
musicians and listeners, as well as nurturing the SLSO’s role as a creative leader for the St. Louis
community and making orchestral music accessible to all.

Recognized internationally for the exceptional quality of his performances and programming, he
regularly appears at major concert venues with the world’s greatest orchestras and soloists. In
addition to his role in St. Louis, he is the Artistic Director of the New World Symphony (Miami)
and the Principal Guest Conductor of the Netherlands Radio Philharmonic. He has held
leadership positions at the Brussels Philharmonic, the Philadelphia Orchestra, and the Royal
Scottish National Orchestra.

Stéphane regularly works with orchestras and opera companies worldwide and is also a popular
guest at many of the US summer music festivals and venues. As a recording artist, he has won
critical acclaim for his recordings of the works of Connesson, Debussy, Franck, Poulenc, Ravel,
and Roussel. He is a triple winner of the Diapason d’Or of the Year and has been shortlisted for
Gramophone’s Artist of the Year Award. His inaugural album with the SLSO, featuring the music
of Leonard Bernstein and John Williams with violinist James Ehnes, earned critical acclaim.

Since his first visit to St. Louis in 2003, Stéphane has charmed audiences with his wit, warmth,
and genuine passion for music and the St. Louis region. He is shaping the future of the SLSO
through his appointments of artistic leaders and one-quarter of the orchestra to date, advanced
audience-building initiatives with new happy hour concerts, and made music more accessible
to the community through cross-artistic collaborations with partnering St. Louis arts
organizations. He has welcomed music lovers to SLSO performances in St. Louis, at universities
throughout the Midwest, and in some of Europe’s most-respected concert venues.

About Kevin Puts
Pulitzer Prize and Grammy®-winning composer Kevin Puts has established himself as one of
America’s leading composers. He has been commissioned and performed by leading
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organizations, including the Metropolitan Opera, Philadelphia Orchestra, the New York
Philharmonic, Carnegie Hall, Opera Philadelphia, Minnesota Opera, and many more, and has
collaborated with world-class artists such as Renée Fleming, Joshua Bell, Yannick Nézet-
Séguin, and Marin Alsop, among others.

In March 2022 Puts’ fourth opera, The Hours, had its world premiere on the concert stage by the
Philadelphia Orchestra under the baton of Yannick Nézet-Séguin. The Hours premiered to sold-
out houses at the Metropolitan Opera in November 2022 starring Renée Fleming, Kelli O’Hara,
and Joyce DiDonato and was called “a stunning triumph” by Variety Magazine. The opera’s
revival in May 2024 played to packed houses and marked the first instance in the Metropolitan
Opera’s history of a work returning the season after its premiere. His multi-media song cycle The
Brightness of Light featured Renée Fleming and Rod Gilfry at its Tanglewood premiere with
Andris Nelsons and the Boston Symphony and has been presented by over 20 orchestras. Puts’
triple concerto, Contact, had its world-premiere in March 2022. A recording of the piece by the
Philadelphia Orchestra and conductor Xian Zhang was released on the Deutsche Grammophon
album “Letters for the Future” and was awarded “Best Contemporary Classical Composition” at
the 2023 Grammy® Awards. Puts was named Musical America’s Composer of the Year in 2024.

Puts’ breakthrough opera Silent Night—for which he was awarded the 2012 Pulitzer Prize-was
heralded as “remarkable” (The New York Times). Since 2006, he has been a member of the
Composition Faculty at the Peabody Institute. He has also served as Distinguished Visiting
Composer at the Juilliard School as well as Director of the Minnesota Orchestra Composer’s
Institute.

About Delos

Founded 50 years ago in California by Amelia Haygood and later expertly led by pianist Carol
Rosenberger, Delos features collaborations with a host of renowned artists and ensembles and
is a beacon for American composers. With more than 680 albums featuring top artists from
America and around the world, Delos is known as a label with a strong personality which has
also garnered acclaim for the technical excellence of its recordings. Outhere Music welcomed
the prestigious labelinto its family in November 2023.
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