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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
[May 20, 2026]  

Contact: 
St. Louis Symphony Orchestra: Eric Dundon | ericd@slso.org | 314-286-4134 

ST. LOUIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA MUSICIANS INVITE COMMUNITY TO FREE CONCERT 
AT 370 LAKESIDE PARK IN ST. PETERS, JUNE 8 

Program celebrates 250th anniversary of the founding of the country and concludes with a 
community-wide play- and sing-along to “America the Beautiful” 

(May 20, 2026, St. Louis, MO) – On Monday, June 8, musicians from the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra 
will present a free community concert celebrating the 250th anniversary of the founding of the country at 
370 Lakeside Park in St. Peters. The concert begins at 7:30pm. No tickets are required, but RSVPs are 
requested by visiting slso.org. 
 
Samuel Hollister, SLSO Assistant Conductor, leads this festive outdoor concert that traces America’s 
history through its 250 years. Highlights include music by American composers Aaron Copland and 
George Walker, and a performance of Jay Ungar’s Ashokan Farewell, famously used as the title theme in 
the celebrated Ken Burns documentary miniseries, The Civil War. The hourlong concert concludes with a 
community-wide performance of “America the Beautiful,” with attendees invited to play alongside SLSO 
musicians. Beginner and intermediate instrumental parts, as well as song lyrics, are available to 
download at slso.org. In the event of rain, the concert will move to the St. Charles City-County Library 
Spencer Road Branch (427 Spencer Road, St. Peters). 
 
This SLSO community concert has become an annual early summer tradition, drawing thousands of 
visitors to 370 Lakeside Park for a free night of music since 2022. The concerts have been presented in 
partnership with the St. Charles City-County Library Foundation and the City of St. Peters since then. A 
full concert calendar is available at slso.org or on the SLSO’s mobile app available for iOS or Android.  
 
About the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra 
Celebrated as one of today’s most innovative, exciting, and enduring orchestras, the St. Louis Symphony 
Orchestra is the second-oldest orchestra in the country, marking its 146th year with the 2025/26 season 
and its eighth with Stéphane Denève, The Joseph and Emily Rauh Pulitzer Music Director. Widely 
considered one of the leading American orchestras, the Grammy® Award-winning SLSO maintains its 
commitment to artistic excellence, educational impact, and community collaborations—all in service to 
its mission of enriching lives through the power of music. The transformational project that expands and 
renovates the orchestra’s historic home, Powell Hall—designed by Snøhetta and creating the Jack C. 
Taylor Music Center—opened in September 2025. This milestone builds on the institution’s momentum 
as a civic leader in convening individuals, creators, and ideas, while fostering a culture welcoming to all. 
For more information, visit slso.org. 

#  # # 

mailto:ericd@slso.org
https://slso.org/event/slso-community-concert-america-at-250-a-journey-in-sound/
https://slso.org/event/slso-community-concert-america-at-250-a-journey-in-sound/
https://shop.slso.org/events?view=list
https://slso.org/

