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Picture the Music is presented in partnership with the St. Louis Symphony 
Volunteer Association and supported in part by the Employees Community 
Fund of Boeing.
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•	 Close your eyes as you listen. What colors, shapes, or images 
come to mind?

•	 What words would you use to describe the music?

•	 What does the music feel like? 

•	 What emotions does the music inspire?

•	 What do you imagine is happening? What story is the music 
telling?

•	 If you were to dance to this music, how would you move? If you 
are comfortable, move to the music in place or in a safe spot.

Create: After students are familiar with the music, they should 
begin creating their own works of art inspired by the musical 
selection. Continue to listen to the music periodically, while 
students create. 

Share: Teachers choose and submit up to nine (9) students’ 
artwork per school, preferably one from each grade K–8. Each 
homeschool network may enter one (1) piece of art per student, 
up to nine (9) students.

Where to Find the Music 
1.	 YouTube	
2.	 Spotify
3.	 Apple Music
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How it Works 
Students listen, explore, create, and share. Teachers encourage 
creativity and imagination, then choose nine (9) pieces of art  
to submit. 

Don’t share the title or background of the piece! Give your 
students the opportunity to react to the music first. The title 
and background should be a fun surprise for your students 
after they’ve completed their artwork. 

Listen: Using good quality audio equipment, listen to “Mambo” 
(Mvt. IV) from Leonard Bernstein’s Symphonic Dances from 
West Side Story. Allow time for students to listen more than 
once to explore the emotions and thoughts that form in their 
minds. The musical selection is just over two minutes long, and 
students will become more familiar and comfortable with it 
through repeated listening. Some schools have found success 
when their students listen in music class and then create their 
artwork in art class.

Explore: Invite students to share any thoughts that come to 
mind while listening. Encourage them to reflect on the feelings, 
images, and memories the music evokes. Use the following 
discussion questions, provided by the Saint Louis Art Museum, 
to guide your conversation:
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A special invitation for teachers of student artists
Showcase your students’ imagination and creativity with Picture 
the Music, now in its 37th year of celebrating artwork by students 
in public, private, parochial, and homeschools throughout the 
region. This year, this FREE cross-curricular art competition invites 
students in grades K–8 to discover “Mambo” (Mvt. IV) from Leonard 
Bernstein’s Symphonic Dances from West Side Story and respond 
with paintings and drawings that express creative thought and 
emotion inspired by the music. 

Art and music offer powerful strategies for emotional exploration 
and regulation. 

•	 Engaging in art is cathartic when individuals express their feelings, 
thoughts, and experiences. 

•	 Listening to music connects us with and validates our own 
emotions. 

•	 Experiencing beauty, wonder, and awe—whether through music, 
art, or the natural world— improves our mental and physical health.

Picture the Music gives your students a learning activity that goes beyond the curriculum with new ways 
to understand, process, and express their emotions. 

Below are resources to make your students’ Picture the Music experience the most memorable ever!

https://youtu.be/hUpygChuucY?si=dgQKt_QOvagRwGZs
https://open.spotify.com/track/2Uf0R8sfywe6Aaheyv7ucQ?si=6848bf88ed7e4c9a
https://music.apple.com/us/song/symphonic-dances-from-west-side-story-iv-mambo/691351002
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Artwork Requirements 
Each artwork entry must fulfill these requirements: 
•	 Each artwork must be created on 12" x 18" paper.

•	 Acceptable media include crayon, oil pastels, pen, ink, paints, 
batik, or mixed media collage. If using collage, use only firmly 
glued, flat materials. 

•	 The art must be as flat as possible. Please minimize the use of 
embellishments such as gemstones, beads, etc. that would add 
weight to the artwork.

•	 Students’ names should NOT appear on the front of the artwork 
(names on the back of artwork are okay). 

Please consider the following when creating artwork:
•	 Mounting is not required for entry into the competition. If you 

choose to mount artwork, do not use white glue as it will warp 
the paper.

•	 Do not mount on foam core or cardboard.

•	 Do not use soft pastels or powdered chalk because they may 
smear and ruin the artwork.

•	 Consider that the artwork will be viewed from a distance as you 
choose your media.

•	 Do not mat your artwork.

Photographing Artwork for Submission
Digital photographs of the artwork will be uploaded via an online 
submission platform. Please take extra care when photographing 
student artwork.  

•	 Take the photograph in a well-lit room.

•	 Avoid photographing the art from above.

•	 Place the artwork on an easel or something similar.

•	 Put a solid background behind the art (preferably white).

•	 Determine whether the photograph should be taken in 
landscape or portrait mode.

How to Submit Entries
Visit slso.org/picture to access the online submission form. 

•	 Complete one Submission Form for each school. On this form, 
you will be able to submit up to nine (9) student entries. If 
multiple teachers participate from your school, collaborate 
to decide which nine students to submit. If you are entering 
artwork for more than one school, submit a separate 
Submission Form (with up to nine entries) for each school. 

•	 Double check the spelling of all student names. Names will be 
reproduced on certificates, programs, and artwork exhibit cards 
exactly as teachers submit them.

•	 Double check artwork titles and the orientation of the file 
uploads before hitting submit. Titles and artwork will be 
reproduced exactly as submitted.

•	 Acceptable image file types are .jpg, .png, .gif, .bmp, .tiff, .webp, 
.heic, .heif.

•	 Please name each file using the following naming system

•	 StudentLastName_firstInitial_grade (K, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, or 8)

•	 Examples: Hendricks_J_2; Ruddy_S_K; Byrne_M_7

•	 If you are unable to access the online platform, please contact 
education@slso.org.

All entries must be submitted online by Wednesday, January 13, 2027.

Questions? Email education@slso.org.

Judging
•	 A panel of judges—experts in art, music, and art education—

will judge the artwork on originality, creativity, and imagination. 

•	 Artwork must meet all requirements to be entered into the 
competition. 

•	 Judges will not see any information about the student or their 
school. They will only see the artwork. 

•	 Judges select 100 finalists who are invited to an awards ceremony 
and will have their artwork showcased in a traveling art exhibit. 

Finalist Artwork Submission
Teachers will receive results via email in early February. 
Instructions for mounting finalists’ artwork and a deadline for 
artwork mailing and/or drop-off later that month will be included 
in the email. Physical artwork from all 100 finalists must be 
received by February 21, 2027. 

Awards Ceremony 
An awards ceremony honoring the 100 finalists will take place 
at Powell Hall at the Jack C. Taylor Music Center on March 24, 
2027, at 7:00pm. Finalists’ parents, relatives, friends, teachers, 
principals, and district superintendents are encouraged to 
attend. The following awards will be presented: 

Maestro Award: Awarded to one student artist from grades K–2, 
one student artist from grades 3–5, and one student artist from 
grades 6–8 whose works were identified as best capturing the 
essence of the music and spirit of Picture the Music. 

St. Louis Symphony Orchestra Award: Awarded to one 
student artist from each grade whose works were identified as 
best capturing the essence of the music.

Blue Ribbon Award: Awarded to 25 student artists for works of 
excellence.

Special Recognition Honorees: Awarded to 63 student artists 
for outstanding work.

Each finalist will have their artwork on display in the Picture 
the Music traveling art exhibit. The traveling exhibit showcases 
students’ artwork at several public locations throughout St. Louis 
following the awards ceremony.

Every student whose artwork is submitted to Picture the Music 
will receive a Certificate of Merit. Certificates for finalists will 
be handed out at the awards ceremony; certificates for all other 
entries will be emailed to teachers following the ceremony. 
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https://www.slso.org/picture
mailto:education%40slso.org%20?subject=Picture%20the%20Music
mailto:education%40slso.org%20?subject=Picture%20the%20Music


Artwork Pickup 
For the 100 finalists, physical artwork pickup will be arranged 
after the completion of the traveling art exhibit. Teachers with 
finalists will be emailed directly with information on artwork 
pickup in spring 2027.

Dates to Remember
•	 Artwork submission deadline: January 13, 2027

•	 Emails to top 100 finalists sent out: Early February 2027

•	 Finalist artwork postmark deadline: February 11, 2027

•	 Finalist artwork drop-off deadline: February 21, 2027

•	 Awards ceremony: March 24, 2027

•	 Traveling art exhibit: March and April 2027

•	 Finalist artwork pickup: May 2027

Hear the music live! Symphonic Dances from West Side Story 
will be performed by the SLSO on Friday, April 9 at 10:30am, 
Saturday, April 10 at 7:30pm, and Sunday, April 11 at 3:00pm. For 
more information and to purchase tickets, visit slso.org.

Limited tickets are available to middle and high schools for 
the Friday, April 9 performance as well as an opportunity to 
extend the experience with a Lunch and Learn following the 
performance. Email groups@slso.org to inquire.

About the Composer and Composition 
Note: Discuss the composer’s life, culture, and world events 
that happened during their lifetime ONLY AFTER students have 
completed their artwork to ensure that the students’ work 
reflects their own personal emotions and thoughts about the 
musical selection.

Leonard Bernstein (1918–1990)
Leonard Bernstein was born 
in Lawrence, Massachusetts. 
Bernstein’s introduction to 
music was teaching himself 
to play piano at age 10 and 
earning enough money to pay 
for a few lessons on his own. 
He began taking piano lessons 
regularly when he started 
attending the Boston Latin School. Bernstein later went on to 
study music theory at Harvard University. Attending a concert at 
the Boston Symphony inspired Bernstein to further pursue music 
as a career.

Throughout his higher education, Bernstein had many mentors 
and opportunities from which to learn more about music. In 
1939, he studied for a year at the Curtis Institute of Music in 
Philadelphia. The following year he attended the Tanglewood 
Music Festival, where he learned more about conducting.

Immediately after Tanglewood, Bernstein took small jobs 
transcribing music to get by. In September 1943, his career finally 
took off when he was appointed as the assistant conductor of 

the New York Philharmonic. Merely two months later, he made 
his debut conducting the orchestra, stepping in when the head 
conductor was ill. This performance was broadcast on TV 
nationwide and made Berntstein’s name known across the world.

Around 1943, Bernstein began to compose and perform his own 
music. One of his most famous works is West Side Story which 
premiered in 1957. West Side Story is a musical based on the story 
of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. Set in Manhattan’s Upper 
West Side, the story follows main characters Tony and Maria, 
who fall in love but are pulled apart from each other by a bitter 
rivalry. Bernstein’s Symphonic Dances is an orchestral suite in 
nine movements featuring music from the musical. The fourth 
movement, “Mambo” is inspired by the music and dance of Cuba, 
representing Maria’s Puerto Rican heritage.

State Standards for Visual Art and Music 
Picture the Music fulfills many components of the Missouri 
Learning Standards in music and visual arts, as well as the Illinois 
Fine Arts Learning Standards, including the following: 

Missouri Learning Standards 

Visual Art Grade-Level Expectations: VA:Cr1A, VA:Cr1B, 
VA:Cn10A

Music Grade-Level Expectations: MU:Re7A, MU:Cn10A, MU:Cn11A

Illinois Fine Arts Learning Standards 

Visual Arts: VA:Cr1.1.K-6,  VA:Cr2.1.K-6, VA:Cn10.1.K-6 

Music: MU:Re8.1.K-6, MU:Cn10.1.K-6, MU.Cn11.1.K-6
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https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/missouri-learning-standards#mini-panel-mls-standards7
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Standards-Courses.aspx

